BeMed Community Rendez-Vous
report

Community

Our speakers
Goal of the Rendez-Vous:

Share the Plastique a la Loupe protocol and identify the different protocols used around the
Mediterranean.
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Quick context : S ]
Wh i participat . R o X Maéla Le Picard Jean-Francois
Beyond Plastic Med (BeMed) was created at the initiative of 5 NGO : the Fondation 'y engage in participatory sciences ? ourgain § Ghiglione
Prince Albert the Il of Monaco, the Tara Ocean Foundation, Surfrider Foundation 5 . . Foundation Tara |
Europe, the MAVA Foundation and the International Union for the Conservation for N AO E;i;tﬁi;ﬁ:;'z:g :::;’;’;‘TCSZ ;’:;’Egl;:fsp“b“c (children and adults), F°“":::‘a’: Tara Ocean 3 CNRS /LOMIC |
the Nature (IUCN). BeMed became independante in 2019, but still has a close P . . . (France) | (France) |
) - ‘ e « The data collected can provide a better understanding of plastic pollution (France) | ]
relation to its founders. That is why, Romain Troublé, is the CEO of Tara Ocean ) . ,__/ 4
) . (areas of accumulation, quantities, types of waste found. most frequently
Foundation, but also the President of BeMed. .
found objects, etc.).
During the Monaco Ocean Week of 2023, he suggested that the Protocol : 1:2 l:iaatlaa i: ::p SC?::C: (reeguTI:(::::'jStlngr?gc;l;n Initiatives)
*Plastique & a loupe” laka plastic under the microscopel was presented to the pehange red 9
Community ! Plastique a la loupe protocol (aka plastic under the microscope protocol) :

A protocol set up following the Tara Microplastics mission in 2010, which was held in a number of European rivers. Jean
Francois, who led the expedition, and other scientists expressed the need to collect more data. On the other side were
teachers who wanted to get involved through participatory science protocols that could be applied with pupils, with the data

being shared with scientists.

The data collected can be used to write scientific articles, giving politicians a factual account of why urgent action is needed
on both plastic pollution and water quality (this is possible because a non-simplified version of the entire OSPAR protocol is
used = 26 criteria) from the OSPAR protocol

On the scientific side, they are trying to produce several studies:
- An article validating the protocol

- An article on the creation of a ‘Global litter soon to be avail and usable by everyone (provided that the
‘OSPAR protocol is used and the data is valid).
Y - Afuture article will look at the ion of ics into mi ics. Don't know if they will be able to work with
l | stakeholders outside France initially. Working with several partners in France to study the chemical composition of
. . ‘ AENEEE microplastics. It's a database shared with other scientists to study the fragmentation and toxicity of plastics.
Maja Juric | -> They are not just focusing on beaches, but also rivers.
SlNEE ‘ Subme.ru © They were unable to use the M‘((European Marine Observation and Data Network) database, which is used by many,
(Croatia) ‘ (et because it was too restrictive in relation to the protocol (does not take meso- and microplastics into account). Theirs is an open
4 source database. For the moment, it's mainly scientists who use it.
[RNIBENIRSIOVIES Submerus is launching
:NGO e Homei Volunteering program of
T mga?z:g:;"se\::g‘izg::;" But what does it mean for you ?
| J W ETES El I BEED The Tara Foundation offers you support to implement the *Plastiue & [ Loup" protocol. The data collected wil be used
Wwhere we learn how to use for scientific research, and in exchange. the data can be used in awareness-raising activities.
pro:g’;lli:ﬁldhave Meeting to be scheduled to guarantee the quality of the data and to knpw more about the conditions.

Objective:
The pupils go on the field to collect data in autumn, share it with the database and then, TARA gives the pupils automatic
feedback with posters and all the data.
Can be used as a means of raising awareness and lobbying local players, and identifying the SUPs most commonly found on
beaches (which may vary from one area to another).

All data goes to databa
created by Institute of
Oceanography and fisheries
K‘ Lookingfora [N * SUNE Y Y N
macroplastic protocol

and database
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Y Protocol for river banks and beaches :

,_\ 1. Delimitation area (100m of the beach)

2.0n that part they collect all macrodebris (>2.5cm).

o Lucia Fanini 3. Back to the classroom : identification, classification and (founung lhe debris following the protocol
| | | 4. Fillin an Excel spreadsheet with all the items.
( I Alissar Liban | 6 sendine reA:uc:';h\: le g?:::rgi?::;e tothe class
(Lebanon) LD P
Katerina Kokkinaki (Italy)

& Enrico Toja,

Elafonisos Eco

(Greece) K\
They have a lot of data
from the collections,

@6) Links Ocean Initiati and ique a la loupe ?

and organise

There are many data collection initiatives, but the data collected is not suitable for science. Most organisations use simplified
expeditions at sea to

protocols to make data collection easier. The OSPAR protocol is long and difficult to implement with the public. With schools,

collect micro-plastics Protocols used they have more time to accompany and explain. That's why they had to create their own database.
with 5Gyres protocol s A€ by members
but no longer send Because Surfrider's protocol is different, it's not possible to exchange data. If any data is missing, they have to remove it. The
data to the 5Gyres large mesh results are the same, but when you want more precise data, you need the full list of items,
database.

Working with SFE allows you to achieve other objectives (lobbying public authorities and private players). It depends on your
objective.

Science
ccommunication
protocol from a group
of scientists who
whork in the
University of Patra.
They send them the
data.

The “Photo souvenir”

They have been developing a
protocol for 10 years with
other organisations
(Medsealitter, Plastic busters).

They have a protocol for Send data to the Global
isolating microplastics from plateform for divers.
samples of marine organisms
and sediments They gather data from
- different NGO and

stakeholder's online platform
in Greek to collect data more
broadly and promote data
collection (not available at the
moment).
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https://mcc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/main/dev.py?N=41&O=459&titre_chap=TG%20Litter&titre_page=Joint%20List%20of%20Litter%20Categories%20Manual
https://mcc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/main/dev.py?N=41&O=459&titre_chap=TG%20Litter&titre_page=Joint%20List%20of%20Litter%20Categories%20Manual
https://mcc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/main/dev.py?N=41&O=459&titre_chap=TG%20Litter&titre_page=Joint%20List%20of%20Litter%20Categories%20Manual
https://mcc.jrc.ec.europa.eu/main/dev.py?N=41&O=459&titre_chap=TG%20Litter&titre_page=Joint%20List%20of%20Litter%20Categories%20Manual
https://www.5gyres.org/trawl-resources
https://vrtlac.izor.hr.ords/apopub/
https://www.initiativesoceanes.org/en/
https://www.initiativesoceanes.org/en/
https://www.lifewatch.be/en/tracking-plastics-using-fish-tags
https://fondationtaraocean.org/en/expedition/tara-microplastics/
https://emodnet.ec.europa.eu/en
https://plastiquealaloupe.fondationtaraocean.org/

